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Using iTunes with AirPort Express

Two very exciting possibilities arrived with the release of Apple’s $129 AirPort
Express mobile wireless base station in mid-2004. The first was that you could now
have a portable base station so that you could make your own super-fast 802.11g
wireless network wherever you found a broadband connection—whether it be in a
hotel room, a board room, or a play room.
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The second great thing, and way more exciting since this is iPod & iTunes: The Using iTunes with

Missing Manual, is that the AirPort Express also makes it possible to call up a play-
list on your computer upstairs and have the music come out downstairs through

your stereo’s speakers. This is because the AirPort Express has a stereo cable jack in

addition to its Ethernet cable jack (Figure 13-4). The AirTunes software, included

with the AirPort Express, makes it happen, but you also need to be running iTunes
4.6 or later.

Figure 13-4:

The AirPort Express (top) draws its power from a wall outlet and has jacks

on the bottom for connecting an Ethernet cable, a stereo cable, and even

a USB printer cable, so you can beam your documents to the connected

\ printer. Once you get the AirPort Express cabled up and ready to go, just
select its name in the pop-up menu in iTunes 4.6 or later (bottom) to

{ stream the music from your Mac or PC to the connected stereo or

\ speakers.
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Setting up an AirPort Express to work with iTunes goes something like this:

1. Take the AirPort Express out of the box and plug it into the wall near the
stereo.

The AirPort Express itself looks like your iPod’s square white AC charger, only
larger and boxier. Be sure to pick an electrical outlet that’s within a cable’s reach
of both your stereo and your broadband modem.

Note: If you've already got a wireless network up and flowing, you don't even need to place the AirPort
Express near the modem; just plug in the Express near the stereo—but within range of your main base
station—to ride the broadband waves.

2. Plug the Ethernet cable from your broadband modem or router into the Air-
Port Express.

This brings in the zippy Internet connection from your cable, satellite, or DSL
service into your AirPort Express, which can beam it out to all the wirelessly
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Connecting the iPod equipped Macs and PCs in the house. (Yes, you’ll need an AirPort, AirPort
to a Car Stereo Extreme or compatible 802.11b/g card for each computer that you want to tap
into the new wireless network.)

3. Connect your stereo system or powered speakers to the AirPort Express.

After you plug the AirPort Express into the wall, use a Y-shaped cable (the one
with the two RCA plugs on one end and the miniplug on the other, mentioned
in the previous section) to connect the AirPort Express to a stereo system or a
pair of powered speakers. If your system has a digital Toslink port, you can also
use a digital fiber optic cable to connect the two. (Speakers that use a USB con-
nection don’t work with AirPort Express.)

4. Install the AirPort Express software from the CD in the box.

The AirPort Express Assistant installer software walks you through the network
setup process, automatically picking up your Internet settings and prompting
you to name the Express base station. And, in case you haven’t updated iTunes
in a while, the installer also gives you a copy of iTunes 4.6 or later so you can
use the AirTunes component to stream your music to the AirPort Express.

5. Open iTunes and look for a pop-up menu with the name of your AirPort
Express.

Once you start up iTunes with the AirPort Express running, you’ll notice a lit-
tle pop-up menu at the bottom of the iTunes window (Figure 13-4). One menu
item is Computer and the other is the name of the base station.

With everything connected and turned on, select the base station name in the
iTunes pop-up menu and click the Play button to blast your playlists out
through the stereo. This first flight on AirTunes takes the longest because of the
setup, but once the AirPort Express is configured, all you really need to do to
join the network and stream your songs is turn on the computer.

If you go whole hog and buy multiple AirPort Expresses to stash around the
house—say one for the living room audio system and one for the bookshelf CD
player upstairs—you’ll see the different names you’ve given them in the pop-up
list.

Note: Only one computer at a time can play iTunes music with a particular AirPort Express, so if you've
got only one Express and a house full of music lovers all jockeying to be the AirTunes disc jockey, you may
want to set up a programming schedule so everyone gets a turn.
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