



Book the First—Recalled to Life
 I - The Period
[image: ] It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way--in short, the period was so far like the present period, that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its being received, for good or for evil, in the superlative degree of comparison only. 



	Year of Movie
	Sydney Carton
	Charles Darnay
	Lucie Manette
	Madame DeFarge

	1935
	Ronald Colman
	Donald Woods
	Elizabeth Allan
	Blanche Yurka

	1958
	Dirk Bogarde
	Paul Guers
	Dorothy Tutin
	Rosalie Crutchley

	1989
	James Wilby
	Xavier Deluc
	Serena Gordon
	Kathy Kriegel


T
here were a king with a large jaw and a queen with a plain face, on the throne of England; there were a king with a large jaw and a queen with a fair face, on the throne of France.  In both countries it was clearer than crystal to the lords of the State preserves of loaves and fishes, that things in general were settled for ever. In England, there was scarcely an amount of order and protection to justify much national boasting.  Daring burglaries by armed men, and highway robberies, took place in the capital itself every night; families were publicly cautioned not to go out of town without removing their furniture to upholsterers' warehouses for security; the highwayman in the dark was a City tradesman in the light, and, being recognised and challenged by his fellow- tradesman whom he stopped in his character of "the Captain," gallantly shot him through the head and rode away; the mail was waylaid by seven robbers, and the guard shot three dead, and then got shot dead himself by the other four, "in consequence of the failure of his ammunition:" after which the mail was robbed in peace; that magnificent potentate, the Lord Mayor of London, was made to stand and deliver on Turnham Green, by one highwayman, who despoiled the illustrious creature in sight of all his retinue; prisoners in London gaols fought battles with their turnkeys, and the majesty of the law fired blunderbusses in among them, loaded with rounds of shot and ball; thieves snipped off diamond crosses from the necks of noble lords at Court drawing-rooms; musketeers went into St. Giles's, to search for contraband good


Born to Nobility
Louis XVI
Marie Antoinette
Ascend through Execution
Danton

Ascend through Execution
Robespierre











Public Executions
London	1789	1790	1791	1792	20.399999999999999	27.4	26.3	20.399999999999999	Paris	1789	1790	1791	1792	30.6	38.6	34.6	31.6	
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